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1153 October 14, 1898 

CUBA. 

Sanitary report from Gibara. 

Port of Gibara, Cuba, September 22, 1898. 
Sir : I respectfully submit the following statement of the health 
conditions exisiting in Gibara for the fifteen days ending September 15, 
1898: 

No - of Deaths 
Infectious diseases — oases. 

Smallpox (in town) 65 10 

Yellow fever (in hospital) 4 

Typhoid fever (in hospital) 5 

Dysentery (in hospital) 13 2 

Pleuro-pneumonia (in hospital) 1 

Tuberculosis (in hospital) 6 

Malarial diseases (in hospital) 110 2 

Rheumatism (in hospital) 10 

Chronic diarrhea (in hospital) 69 4 

Chloro-anaemia (in hospital) 30 

Other medical diseases (in hospital) 32 

Wounds (in hospital) 6 

Surgical diseases (in hospital) 41 

Parasitic skin diseases (in hospital) 27 

The yellow fever has subsided and of late there are no reported cases. 
The number of smallpox cases is somewhat less than prevailed last 
month, when there were 34 deaths from this disease. No vaccination 
is being done owing to the scarcity and poor quality of the virus 
obtainable. 

F. L. Pleadwell, 
Assistant Surgeon, U. S. V. 
The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Sanitary report from Habana. 

Habana, Cuba, October 7, 1898. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report for the week 
ended Thursday, October 6, 1898 : 

Yellow fever does not exist to the same extent as it has existed during 
the past two years, the reason being that during the past eight or ten 
months but little material has been present on which the fever could 
feed. But few Spanish soldiers were brought here between January 1 
and April 21, the latter date being the day when this port was closed 
to the outside world. 

Since the opening of the blockade probably 200 Americans have 
arrived here, of which number about one-half remain. 

Four deaths from yellow fever have occurred among these Ameiicans 
during the past two months. 

The American bark Maryland, formerly a Spanish vessel and an old 
Cuban trader, was bought by 2 Americans at Key West, Fla., stocked 
with meat and other provisions, and sailed for this port, arriving here 
about the middle of August. The vessel brought a crew of 8, dis- 
charged her cargo at the Oaballeria wharf, on the Havana side of the 
harbor, and after remaining there for several weeks, during which time 
the owners and crew slept aboard the vessel, she was taken out and 
anchored in the open bay. 

Yellow fever first developed in the persons of the owners, both of 
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whom died ; the master was then taken sick, and died October 5 ; 2 of 
the crew were then taken sick and removed to the hospital. I boarded 
the vessel yesterday, Thursday, October 6, and found 2 more of the crew 
sick. The first day of their illness 1 man, in my opinion, did not have 
yellow fever, the other probably has the disease. 

Out of the original complement of 10 persons, but 3 remain well. 
Efforts are being made to obtain a new crew to take the vessel to 
Baltimore. 

I have advised, and my advice will be favorably acted upon, that 
the vessel proceed to the Tortugas quarantine station, which is only 90 
miles distant, for disinfection. This course being the only prudent one, 
as the vessel is undoubtedly infected, and a ten to fifteen day trip to 
Baltimore would develop other cases. 

Malarial fevers in fatal forms exist to a marked extent ; the natives 
seem to suffer very much and furnish the greatest number of deaths. 
Enteric fever and enteritis furnish over one-fifth the total deaths for 
the week. There has been no death from smallpox in over two weeks, 
and there are but a few cases here. The city is even dirtier than ever, 
if such a thing could be possible. The rains continue to fall in the 
afternoon about four days in each week. 

The weather has been extremely warm, but under the influence of a 
northeast gale the temperature at the present writing is much cooler. 

The mortality table attached to this report shows the greatest mortal- 
ity of any week since my arrival here, May 1, 1897. 

The physical condition of the country people (I refer to the reconcen- 
trado class) is appalling ; a conservative estimate would place nearly 
50 per cent as permanent physical wrecks. 

The cost of living exceeds that of the period immediately before the 
war ; work is not obtainable, and these people are in the last stages of 
elimination by want of food. 

Very respectfully, W. P. Brunner, 

Sanitary Inspector, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Supervising Surgeon- General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Mortality of the city of Ifabana for the week ended Thursday, October 6, 1898. 

Yellow fever. 9 

Enteric fever 46 

Malarial fever 57 

Pernicious fever 32 

Smallpox 

Epteritis , 74 

Dysentery 28 

Tuberculosis 60 

Pneumonia 5 

Starvation 3 

Diphtheria, ,,.., * 1 

Total 315 

Deaths from all causes 536 

Deaths in military hospitals from yellow fever ..., 6 

Deaths in the city from yellow fever. , 3 

Annual ratio per 1,000 139.36 



